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Good	morning	Dis<nguished	Guests,	Board	of	Chosen	Freeholders,	Board	of	Educa<on	Members,	Faculty,	Staff	and	
most	importantly,	our	Graduates.	

This	is	a	special	year!		When	you	graduate	this	year,	you	will	have	a	skills	transcript	that	you	can	show	future	
employers	or	the	BCIT	Adult	Division	if	you	want	to	pursue	the	comple<on	of	your	skills	that	will	lead	to	an	industry	
creden<al.		Second,	you	have	been	exposed	to	a	new	curriculum	dedicated	to	the	CORE	4	that	exposes	students	to	4	
in	demand	career	paths	(ABCs):	Automo<ve,	building	trades,	culinary,	computer	applica<ons	and	cosmetology.	Not	
only	are	you	transi<oning	from	12th	grade,	there	are	a	few	of	your	administrators,	teachers	and	support	staff	who	
will	be	gradua<ng	with	you	this	year	as	they	re<re	or	take	other	roles	in	other	places.		I	would	like	to	ask	that	your	
principal	Mrs.	Eileen	Price,	please	stand	and	be	recognized	for	her	years	of	service,	care	and	concern	for	all	of	you	
(round	of	applause).	

To	all	of	you,	I	recognize	that	you	are	a	PLUS	to	our	school	and	district	and	you	have	embarked	upon	a	journey	to	
embrace	an	acronym:	PLUS:	Posi<vity,	Lifelong	learning,	Understanding	and	U<lity	and	Self-esteem	and	Service.			

Posi<vity:		All	one	has	to	do	is	walk	around	the	campus	and	no<ce	the	smiles	on	your	face	or	the	interac<ons	you	
have	with	the	staff,	your	fellow	classmates	and	our	visitors.		You	are	role	models	in	posi<vity	for	you	see	the	good	in	
each	person	and	make	the	best	of	every	day.	Remember	that	your	posi<vity	will	a]ract	other	posi<ve	people	and	as	
a	result,	new	opportuni<es	will	open	up	to	you	never	imagined	before.	

Lifelong	Learning:		The	skills	you	learn	today	must	be	built	upon	for	the	rest	of	your	life.	As	you	enter	high	school,	
those	skills	will	be	refined	and	expanded.		However,	learning	does	not	stop	in	the	classroom,	it	is	con<nuous	for	the	
rest	of	your	life.		The	more	you	learn,	the	more	op<ons	you	will	have.	Remember	though	that	you	have	to	persevere	
no	ma]er	how	hard,	because	at	one	point,	your	perseverance	will	encounter	lady	luck	and	other	doors	will	be	
opened	to	you	unimagined	before.	Also	remember	that	you	will	learn	more	from	your	failures	than	by	your	
successes.	We	will	remember	the	challenges	and	what	we	learned	from	having	the	grit	and	determina<on	to	
overcome	diversity.	

Understanding	and	U<lity:	Your	genera<on	wants	to	be	understood	and	wants	to	have	their	voice	heard.	You	are	
also	a	genera<on	that	stresses	prac<cality	–	help	me	to	learn	and	give	me	feedback	so	that	I	can	accomplish	a	
certain	task.		What	you	learn	has	to	make	sense	to	you.	Remember	the	importance	to	never	forget	your	past	and	
who	supported	you	along	your	journey.		Remember	to	help	someone	along	the	way	as	you	were	helped.		We	all	are	
called	to	pay	it	forward.	

Self-esteem	and	Service:		You	are	the	genera<on	that	wants	to	make	a	difference	and	want	to	be	recognized	for	the	
gias	that	you	are	to	the	world.		You	want	to	be	valued	because	you	can	make	a	difference	and	provide	a	special	
service	to	our	community	and	beyond.	You	have	the	ability	by	giving	of	yourself	to	bring	smiles	to	others	and	to	
make	their	day	a	li]le	be]er.	

My	dear	high	school	graduates,	congratula<ons	on	your	new	milestone.	When	you	get	a	chance	today,	thank	your	
administrators,	teachers	and	your	parents	and	guardians	who	supported	you	and	loved	you	and	nurtured	your	
desire	to	succeed	and	be	happy.		Know	that	you	are	a	PLUS	to	the	district	and	the	school.	Today	is	a	celebra<on	of	
new	beginnings.		Thank	you	and	have	a	great	summer.	


